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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Cal Poly to Hold Public Symposium on 'Global Thinking, Local Planning' 
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- The experience of cultures around the world in planning urban growth will be the topic 
of a free, public symposium to be held Sept. 24-26 and Oct. 1-3 at Cal Poly. 
Local design and planning professionals are especially welcome at the "Global Thinking, Local Planning" 
symposium designed for university teachers and students.  All sessions will be noon-1:30 p.m. in the Gallery 
of the campus's Architecture and Environmental Design Building. 
The major topics scheduled for discussion are physical planning (Sept. 24), sustainability (Sept. 25), 
transportation (Sept. 26), environmental education (Oct. 1), environmental planning (Oct. 2) and preservation 
and tourism (Oct. 3).  Guest speakers will include planning professionals from Spain, Brazil, Germany, France 
and the United States, who will discuss planning experiences in Europe, Latin America, Africa and Asia and 
their applicability to California issues. 
"Although recently California planning culture seems to be moving away from urban sprawl, leap-frog 
development and fragmented planning processes, other countries are ahead in the pursuit of a sustainability 
agenda, integrated land-use planning and environmental management," said conference organizer and Cal 
Poly City and Regional Planning Professor Vicente del Rio. 
"We feel that we should prepare our students for a professional market that is increasingly competitive and 
international," del Rio said. "An increasingly global community means both opportunities and new issues for 
California planners and designers, who will have to work more within a context of local and global 
sustainability, open border policies, multiculturalism and rapidly changing urban society." 
"We need to prepare our graduates to function in a global society," said City and Regional Planning 
Department Head William Siembieda.  "Cutting-edge built-environment ideas from Europe and Brazil will be 
featured in this program." 
The symposium is sponsored by Cal Poly's City and Regional Planning, Architecture, and Landscape 
Architecture departments of the College of Architecture and Environmental Design in conjunction with the 
2003 Conference of the California Chapter of the American Planning Association and is co-sponsored by the 
planning organization's Central Coast Section. 
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Anyone interested in attending is asked to call del Rio at (805) 756-2572 or the City and Regional Planning 
Department at (805) 756-1255. 
Details are available on the Internet at http://planning.calpoly.edu. 
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